vomiting and purging are so severe, that the chief effort has generally been to subdue these distressing symptoms. Unfortunately, they have usually attracted the whole of the medical attendant's endeavors to give relief, to the exclusion of the study of pathological conditions which are really of more importance. Hence should be. But in cholera, where the specific gravity of the blood is so much higher than normal, and the surrounding tissues are comparatively dry, then the laws of exosmosis and endosmosis will probably come strongly into force, and water will transude through the wails of the bladder when it otherwise would not do so.
If then we confine ourselves strictly to this principle of treatment?to allay the presumed irritation of the nerve centres ; to dilute the blood sufficiently by enemata and injections into the bladder, and giving the patient as much cold water to drink as he can swallow, quite irrespective of the vomiting; particularly to avoid all stimulants, alcohol, and opium, and should reaction take place, to feed him on nothing but milk, soups, and other bland fluid nourishment till convalescence is thoroughly established?then it may be proved, after a time, (for it will take a great many cases to establish the truth of this proposition, if it ever should be corroborated) that the line of treatment here x-ecommended is founded on a good physiological basis, and the mortality at present caused by malignant cholera may be materially decreased.
